Evaluation of bone-wax extract on the frequency of chromosomal aberrations in the bone marrow of Swiss mice.
Indigenously developed bone wax was evaluated for cytogenetic effects of a saline extract of the bone wax. Swiss mice were assigned to 5 groups of 6 animals each. Groups I, II, III were given non-lethal doses of 2.5, 5.0 or 10.0 ml bone-wax saline extract/kg body wt and Groups IV and V received sterile 0.9% saline vehicle or cyclophosphamide ip as controls. After 24 h the mice were sacrificed by cervical dislocation. Bone marrow preparations were stained with Giemsa's stain and examined by light microscopy. Abnormalities such as numbers of chromosome gaps, breaks and translocations were noted. The bone-wax saline extract did not induce chromosomal aberrations in the bone marrow of Swiss mice under our laboratory conditions.